


–C.F.W. Walther

“Comparing Holy Scripture with other writings, 
we observe that no book is apparently so full of 
contradictions as the Bible, and that, not only 
in minor points, but in principal matter, in the 
doctrine how we come to God and be saved.” 



Consider…

• In one place the Bible offers forgiveness to all sinners 

• In other places the Bible withholds it from all sinners. 

• In one passage a free offer of everlasting life is given 
to all people. 

• In another passage people are directed to do 
something to be saved.



Law and Gospel Fundamentally 
Differ, but first…

• They are both Divine doctrines. 

• They are both necessary. 

• They are both in both Testaments. 

• They actually both have the same aim. 

• They are both for Christians.



Law and Gospel 
Fundamentally Differ

• As to their revelation to people 

• As to their contents 

• As to their promises 

• As to their threatenings 

• As to their function and effect 

• As to the persons to whom they must be preached



Difference in Revelation

• You always have self-knowledge of the law. The ten 
commandments merely put in bold what previously 
had been dulled.  

• The gospel is never self-evident. 



–Romans 2:15

“They show that the requirements of the law 
are written on their hearts, their consciences 

also bearing witness…” 



–Romans 16:25-26

“…in keeping with the revelation of the mystery  
hidden for long ages past, but now revealed 

and made known through the prophetic 
writings by the command of the eternal God…” 



Sidelight: Why do religions 
often say similar things?



Difference in Content

• The law tells you what to do. 

• The gospel makes not a single demand. It declares. 

• The law issues demands and commands. 

• The gospel only makes offers.



–Galatians 3:12

“The man who does these things shall live by 
them.” 



–John 1:17

“The law was given through Moses, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ.” 







–Apology of the Augsburg Confession

“Men of good conscience are crying for the 
truth and proper instruction from the Word of 

God. Even death is not as bitter to them as 
when they find themselves in doubt regarding 

this matter or that. Accordingly, they must seek 
where they can find instruction.” 



Law and Gospel 
Fundamentally Differ

• As to their revelation to people 

• As to their contents 

• As to their promises 

• As to their threatenings 

• As to their function and effect 

• As to the persons to whom they must be preached



Difference in Promises

• Every promise of the law comes with conditions. 

• The gospel comes with absolutely no strings attached.



–Leviticus 18:5

“You shall keep my statutes and judgments; 
which if a person does, he shall live by them.” 



–Luke 10:27-28

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and 
with all your mind,” and “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” “Do this and you will live.”



–Mark 16:15

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
all creation.” 



–Ephesians 2:8

“It is by grace you have been saved through 
faith and this not from yourself. It is the gift of 

God.” 



Difference in Threats

• The law is always threatening. 

• The gospel contains only consolation.



–Deuteronomy 27:26

“Cursed is anyone who does not uphold the 
words of this law by carrying them out.” Then 

all the people shall say, “Amen!” 



–1 Timothy 1:15

“Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners - of whole I am the worst!” 



How can we say law and gospel 
do not contradict each other?



Difference in Effect

• #1 The law tells what to do, but does not enable us to 
comply. It points the direction, but can’t take you 
there. 

• #2 The law uncovers sin, but offers no to help to cover 
it. It forces despair. 

• #3 The law produces contrition and terror. Again, it 
nurtures despair.



–Romans 7:7-9

“For I would not have known what coveting 
really was if the law had not said, ‘You shall not 
covet.’ But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded 

by the commandment, produced in me every 
kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin 

was dead. Once I was alive apart from the law; 
but when the commandment came, sin sprang 

to life and I died.” 



Do not touch.



–Exodus 24:17

“To the Israelites the glory of the Lord looked 
like a consuming fire on top of the mountain.” 



–2 Cor. 3:6

“He has made us competent as ministers of the 
new covenant - not of the letter but of the 

Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.” 



Difference in Effect

• #1 The gospel gives what it demands: faith. 

• #2 The gospel gives the Spirit: peace and joy. 

• #3 The gospel issues no orders, but transforms and 
plants loves through its effect.



–Acts 16:31-33

“‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved.’ Then they spoke the word of the Lord 

to him and to all the others in the house. At that 
hour of the night the jailor took them and 

washed their wounds; then immediately he and 
all his household were baptized.”



–Galatians 3:2

“I would like to learn just one thing from you: 
did you receive the Spirit by works of the law, 

or by believing what you heard?” 



–Galatians 1:3

“Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ” 



Difference in Application

• The gospel is for alarmed sinners. 

• The law is preached to secure sinners.



–ML

“The preacher is to comfort the afflicted and 
afflict the comfortable.” 



–1 Timothy 1:9-10

“We also know that the law is made not for the 
righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the 
ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, 
for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for 
murderers, for the sexually immoral, for those 
practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and 

liars and perjurers.” 



–Isaiah 61:1-3

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 
because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for 

the captives and release darkness for the 
prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 
comfort all who mourn, and provide for all who 
grieve in Zion - to bestow on them a crown of 
beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead 

of mourning and a garment of praise instead of 
a spirit of despair.” 



• 2 Samuel 12:1-14 

• Genesis 3:13-19 

• Genesis 15:1-6




